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and everything to gain by a war between Russia and
Japan; if Russia should come out victorious, ?he would
be involved for many years in Far-Eastern affairs, and
all her energies would be absorbed in preparation for a
possible revanche on the part of Japan; while, if she
should be defeated, she would be enfeebled and pro-
foundly humiliated. In either case the influence of
Germany would be increased in proportion and her
Emperor would become the arbiter of Europe.
As it turned out, the Kaiser's plans were marvellously
seconded by the course of events. Ru^ia suffered
more than one could have foreseen by the war, and,
above all, the domestic circumstances that were brought
on by her defeats. During the entire length of the
war the Kaiser profited by every opportunity to proclaim
the services that he had rendered to Russia and the
claims which he pretended to have acquired for the
gratitude of Emperor Nicholas. In reality, the Kaiser's
adoption of an attitude that caused Russia to lessen
her defences on her western front was evidently for
the purpose of urging Russia farther and farther into
the quicksands of the Far East; besides, Germany
had been recompensed already, very liberally, for this
apparent service by the signing of a treaty of commerce,
extremely advantageous to the Germans and onerous
for Russia. Did not Count Witte, who found himself
obliged to sign this treaty, declare that its effects were
equivalent to a heavy war indemnity imposed upon
Russia ?
We have seen that Emperor William neglected no
means of keeping alive the feeling of resentment that
the Czar cherished toward England, and that he made
use of all incidents of a nature to establish the com-
plicity of the English with the Japanese. Nothing